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MEET SUSIE ACOSTA 
Reflecting on Stewardship

as a Way of  Life

Growing up in a Catholic family of  Hispanic heritage, parishioner 
Susie Acosta says that faith has always been important, sustaining 
her through what she describes as the “journey of  life.” But even so, 

it took some of  life’s more difficult moments to reveal to Susie the true impor-
tance of  faith.

“Even though faith had always been part of  my life, it wasn’t until my mom 
was diagnosed with cancer when I was 30 that it really became personal,” Susie 
says. “I had to take care of  her as well as my 3-year-old son and my newborn 
daughter. Then, too, there was my baby sister who was only 13 at the time. So I 
really had to depend on my faith during this time.”

The Acosta family — (from left) Alyssa (10), Susie, Marcus III, and Marcus IV (13).

http://www.svdpcc.org
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Meet Susie Acosta continued from front cover

With so many responsibilities, Susie was pushed to rely 
on God more completely than ever before. It led her to 
turn to prayer more frequently and to gradually become 
more involved in the Church. She later began volunteering 
with the Faith Formation program and other ministries re-
lating to her children, such as the parish nursery. Yet, what 
Susie couldn’t foresee was that this was just the beginning 
of  her stewardship journey. She would be pushed to far 
greater levels of  trust in God and His Church due to a 
traumatic accident.

“Two years ago I was in a car accident with my kids 
and for whatever reason, the way I was hit resulted in my 
not being able to walk for two months,” Susie says. “The 
doctors couldn’t explain why, even after all sorts of  tests. 
That’s when the Church really transformed from just a 
place to becoming a second home. It really crystallized 
why I do what I do — why participating in the life of  the 
Church is so important.”

No longer able to perform any of  her normal duties as 
wife and mother, Susie was forced to depend on God and 
her community more than ever before. Home alone while 
her children and husband were out at school and work, 
Susie would spend hours praying the Rosary or watching 
EWTN as a way of  surrounding herself  with the faith.

“It really deepened my trust in God tremendously be-
cause I had to rely on Him so completely,” Susie says. “Any 
function that I performed as a mom was just suddenly 
wiped out. And so, I had to just hand it all over and rely on 
Him to take care of  it.”

The St. Vincent de Paul community played a huge part 
in this process, says Susie, calling to check in regularly, de-
livering meals and helping out wherever possible. And when 
she finally regained her mobility through physical therapy, 
Susie was able to proceed in her life with an infinitely stron-
ger faith. This would prove essential just a year later, when 
Susie’s husband, Marcus, suffered a heart attack.

“Once again, my church family was there for me,” 
Susie says. “I think at that point, because I had already 
developed such a huge strength in my faith from those ear-
lier experiences, that I remember thinking to God that no 

matter what happened, I would be okay. It was so unreal, 
like I didn’t even blink because I knew whatever happened, 
He was there taking care of  me.”

Though difficult moments in themselves, these experi-
ences have given profound meaning to Susie’s life. They’ve 
made her infinitely more aware of  her blessings and have 
filled her with a desire to give back to the community 
which has supported her so much. And that, Susie says, is 
what stewardship is really about.

“I just feel called to give back wherever I can, espe-
cially considering everything I’ve gone through and how 
God has always taken care of  me,” she says. “So, whatever 
I can do to help Him out, I want to do.”

Today, this “giving back” has led Susie to begin teach-
ing at the parish preschool, assisting with the Bear Collec-
tion Ministry and serving with the Youth Group, while she 
also continues her work with the Faith Formation program. 
And the result has been continual blessings as her entire 
family has drawn closer to God through the parish.

“I truly feel like St. Vincent de Paul is my second 
home,” Susie says. “I just encourage others to try getting 
involved. You’ll know if  this is your calling when you do it. 
That’s the wonderful thing about our church — there are 
so many wonderful ministries that we can be involved in.”

“I just feel called to give back 
wherever I can, especially 
considering everything I’ve 
gone through and how God has 
always taken care of me. So, 
whatever I can do to help Him 
out, I want to do.” — Susie Acosta



3

A Letter From Our Pastor 

What Is the Real Purpose 
of  Our Lives?

Dear Parishioners,

Do you ever think about your 
purpose in life? Even as a 
priest, I certainly do. There 

are days and times of  frustration 
when I think, “What am I really sup-
posed to do? What does God want me 
to do? Why am I here?” For eons, phi-
losophers have considered these very 
questions and written about them. 

But the truth is that we, as Catho-
lics, already know the answers. 

When we consider the many 
facets of  life in our parish community, 
there are numerous activities and 
endeavors that go beyond attending 
Mass. From fundraising efforts, to 
social outreach/service, childcare and 
more, there are many ways in which 
we serve our community.

Yet, as we undertake these important pursuits — both 
within and outside of  the parish — we must always re-
member that our ultimate goal is salvation. After all, the 
only reason we exist, the only reason our Church exists, is 
the same as the reason Jesus joined us and became a part 
of  us here on earth — He came to save humanity. 

We use the term the “body of  Christ” to describe the 
Church with Christ as the head. We are all parts of  that body, 
and the parts of  the body must move in the same direction 
as the body itself  — it simply won’t function if  the parts are 
moving in different directions. We are all in this together.

When our lives are complete, we do not base our suc-
cess or failure on how much money we have, or whether 

or not we are famous. Nor does our 
success or failure depend upon the 
difference between health and sick-
ness, or pleasure and pain, or even 
being nice or nasty. Rather, it is the 
difference between being saved and 
not being saved.

I often think of  my family mem-
bers who have already crossed the 
bridge of  salvation, and as a priest, 
I deal with that issue with others on 
a very regular basis. Sometimes, I 
wonder if  they ever fully realized that 
salvation was the answer to so many 
of  our questions in life.

I am surrounded by memories of  
those who have gone before, as are 
almost all of  you. We are apt to use 

the term “the communion of  saints” in many ways in our 
Church. Someday, we will know more about the “com-
munion of  saints” and how it all works. In the meantime, 
we pray for everyone who has gone before us, hoping they 
have made it home.

Pray for me as I pray for you!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. J. Michael Holmberg 
Pastor

We use the term the “body of Christ” to describe the Church with Christ as 
the head. We are all parts of that body, and the parts of the body must move 

in the same direction as the body itself — it simply won’t function if the 
parts are moving in different directions. We are all in this together.
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David and Suzanne Hoelscher take seriously their responsibility to raise their 
children in the faith, beginning with the Sacrament of  Baptism. 

Baptism: Beginning the Journey of  Faith

Setting up the nursery. Installing the car seat. 
Stocking up on diapers. 

The to-do list as you prepare for a new baby can 
be both exciting and exhausting. Sometimes, in the midst of  
washing tiny clothes, writing shower “thank you” notes and 
choosing a name, it can be easy to forget the most important 
thing that you, as a Catholic parent, will do for your child. 

“Holy Baptism is the basis of  the whole Christian 
life,” the Catechism of  the Catholic Church tells us 
(1213). In other words, the Sacrament of  Baptism is the 
foundation of  a life of  faith. 

The Church has always taught the necessity of  Bap-
tism for salvation — that is, welcome into heaven. It is 
the call and duty of  Catholic parents to make every effort 
to aid their children in experiencing a relationship with 
Christ here on earth, and for eternity in heaven. Baptism 
is the first step in this journey. 

While the Sacrament of  Baptism can be received in 
a number of  different situations, including older children 
and adults, the most common form of  Baptism in the 
Catholic Church takes place when a child is an infant. 

For the Hoelschers (pictured with Fr. Holmberg and their child’s godparents, on right), not only is Baptism an opportunity for their children to receive grace and 
welcome into the family of  God, but it is also a chance to publicly proclaim their decision to pass the faith on to their child. 
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Baptism: Beginning the Journey of  Faith
David and Suzanne Hoelscher are St. Vincent de Paul 

parishioners who recently welcomed their sixth child. 
“We chose to have our children baptized because we 

want our children to become a part of  God’s family,” Da-
vid says. “How blessed and special are we that God chose 
us to be His adopted children! We need Baptism in order 
to achieve this. We also want our children to be able to go 
to heaven, and to receive the sanctifying grace given to us 
by the sacraments that allow God to dwell within us.” 

“We baptize not only because of  the sacramental grace 
conferred, but also because it is a way to publicly proclaim 
to the faith community our readiness to raise our children 
in a manner consistent with our beliefs,” he adds. 

Although many different moments from their chil-
dren’s Baptisms stand out to David and Suzanne, they 
always find significance in the renewal of  their own Bap-
tismal promises and commitment to the faith.

“With every Baptism, I find the renewal of  our Bap-
tismal promises to be a moving reminder,” David says. 
“The promise of  raising our children ‘in the faith’ is our 
commitment to each child that we will do everything 
possible to give them an upbringing filled with knowledge 
of  the Church’s teachings, guidance to treat others with 
compassion, and encouragement of  a deep, meaningful 
prayer life so that they, too, can truly love God and find 
everlasting life!”

David and Suzanne hope that the graces received in 
the Sacrament of  Baptism will help their children continue 
to grow in their relationship with God as they get older.

“Our hope for our children is for them to know God 
— for them to have such a deep, burning desire for Him 

that they do not lose sight of  Him or of  their path in life, 
to get to Heaven and to take as many people along the 
way as they can,” David says.

The Hoelschers hope that other parents who may be 
unsure as to whether or not they want to baptize their 
children as infants will choose to give their child or chil-
dren the gift of  this sacrament. 

“Who wouldn’t want God to dwell within their child’s 
heart, receiving sanctifying grace, as soon as possible?” Da-
vid says. “Who wouldn’t want all sins washed away for their 
child, and for their child to also become an heir to God’s 
kingdom by becoming adopted by God Himself ? Why wait 
to baptize when so many blessings come out of  it?”

David and Suzanne Hoelscher and their six children are parishioners at St. 
Vincent de Paul.

For more information, or to register for the Baptism Preparation Class (for 
children ages 6 years old and younger), please contact the parish office at 

817-478-8206. For children 7 years of age and older, as well as adults, seeking the 
Sacrament of Baptism, please contact Nicholas Senz, our Director of  Children’s 

and Adult Faith Formation at 817-478-8206, ext. 217 or nsenzsvdpcc.org. 

mailto:nsenz@svdpcc.org
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Stewardship
Becoming Fishers of  Men

Whether you hold a high-pro-
file position, such as parish 
council president, or have 

more of  a behind-the-scenes role as a 
coordinator of  a parish ministry, God 
has called you – as a parish leader – to 
help build His Church.

This challenge is just as important 
as the call of  any other Catholic leader, 
including the earliest disciples.

When Jesus walked along the Sea of  
Galilee, He urged a group of  fishermen, 
“Come follow me.” Jesus promised if  
they laid down their nets and followed 
Him, He would make them fishers of  
men. These men were among His origi-
nal disciples, and they knew Christ’s 
call was so important that they left their 
secular occupation to follow Him.

 Just as He did with the fishermen, 
Jesus calls each of  us today. He is not 
necessarily asking us to leave our secu-
lar careers, but He is asking us to put 
Him first in our lives and to share His 
message of  love with others.

God truly wants us to serve Him 
and to build His Church through the 
secular occupations we have chosen. It 
is through the Church that new dis-
ciples are born, and it is in the Church 
that disciples continue to mature. 
Forming disciples of  Christ is the most 
important work that can be done on 
earth, and each of  us has been called to 
play an active role in this work. 

So, how do we go about building the 
Church? Where do we find the plans? 

Some people mistakenly think that 
building the Church – in particular, 
building our own parish or diocese – is 
no different than building a successful 
business. Indeed, the purpose of  build-

ing the Church is to change hearts – a 
goal that only God can accomplish. 

Secular society has not prepared us for 
this work. However, the Holy Spirit – some-
times referred to as the “Architect of  the 
Church” – has the plan. In order to imple-
ment this plan, we must become good lis-
teners. We must open ourselves to the work-
ings of  the Holy Spirit as He transforms us 
and guides us to carry out God’s work and 
to serve as His instruments on earth, build-
ing the Church together with Him.

This is where spiritual exercises, 
such as retreats, come into play. A 
retreat offers the individual an op-
portunity to spend time alone with the 
Lord, allowing God to draw the person 
deeper into the mystery of  who He is, 
who we are and what He is doing in our 
lives. Stewardship retreats can offer par-
ish leaders the opportunity each year to 
spend time with the Lord as He directs 
them in the ways of  discipleship. As 
leaders, we must take time to meditate 
on the Scriptures and allow Jesus to 
open up His Word to us. Then, as we 
grow deeper in our understanding of  
what God wants of  us, we can exclaim, 
just as the first disciples did on the road 
to Emmaus, “Our hearts are burning 
within us” (Lk 24:32).

God has placed an extremely im-
portant call on the lives of  all parish 
leaders, no matter how big or small the 
role. It is vital to understand how we, as 
parish leaders, can best answer His call. 
What, in particular, is the Lord calling 
each one of  us to do? He most likely 
is not asking us to drop our nets, but 
to pick them up and become “fishers 
of  men.” We must discern how we can 
most effectively cast our nets for Him.
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Members of  St. Vincent’s Grace Ministry — (back row, from left) Jackie 
LeClear, Jo-Lee Buncic, Nicki Pearson and Lila Kammlah; (front row, 

from left) Pru Brett and Eliza Hatton

St. Vincent de Paul’s Grace Ministry members during a meeting

St. Vincent de Paul’s Grace Ministry 
Fosters a Sense of  Community

Pru Brett and her family were among the origi-
nal 50 families who founded St. Vincent de Paul 
parish, and she has watched our faith community 

grow exponentially in the past 40 years. Even as we em-
brace new members, Pru believes in practicing small and 
thoughtful acts that sustain a close sense of  community.

“Everyone needs the feeling that someone is there for 
them,” Pru says. “Most people welcome anything that 
makes the community feel more personal and that main-
tains that original closeness we had from the beginning.” 

The Grace Ministry is one way to let members of  our 
faith community know that they are all personally cared 
for. It began as a hospitality ministry to welcome indi-
viduals to St. Vincent de Paul and later became a means 
of  including and comforting members of  the parish who 
are unwell or grieving.

“It has been called the Grace Ministry from the begin-
ning,” says Pru, who serves as ministry coordinator. “There 
was a need to reach out to the sick and grieving of  our par-
ish, and in this age of  texting and social media, we’ve found 
that parishioners welcome this personal contact.”

Ministry members meet every other Thursday at 9 
a.m. in the front conference room at the church. They 
enjoy some time for fellowship and then handwrite cards 
to parishioners. 

“I usually go to the parish a few days before the 
meeting and receive the names,” Pru says. “Parishioners 
can call the parish office and say, for example, ‘My par-
ent is sick or in the hospital,’ and we write their names 
down. We also receive the names of  people who have lost 
a loved one.”

“Everyone needs the feeling that 
someone is there for them. Most people 
welcome anything that makes the 
community feel more personal and that 
maintains that original closeness we 
had from the beginning.” — Pru Brett

continued on back cover
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MASSeS
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday: 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

Weekdays:  (M/Th/Fr) 8:45 a.m. in the chapel  
(Wed) 6:00 p.m. in the chapel 

Holy Days: 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Tuesday Morning Prayer: 8:45 p.m. in the chapel

Confessions: Saturday: 4-5 p.m. in the chapel

St. Vincent de Paul’s Grace Ministry Fosters a 
Sense of  Community  continued from previous page

Then the parishioners’ names are divided among the 
ministry members who write them brief  and thoughtful notes 
of  encouragement, sending their good wishes and prayers. 

“We have a wonderful committee of  about 13 mem-
bers, both men and women,” Pru says. “They don’t have to 
come to every meeting. I mail them all a list of  the names 
every few weeks for their information and prayers.”

Many times, individuals respond to the cards from the 
Grace Ministry by writing the parish office with notes of  
gratitude. 

“One lady told one of  our volunteers that she was 
overwhelmed with joy when she received the card, and her 
day was brightened,” Pru says. “Many times I’ll go to the 
parish office and find a card for the ministry with thanks.”

Pru would encourage faith community members to 
consider friends or family members who might welcome a 
thoughtful note and the prayers of  the Grace Ministry. 

“Let us know if  you have a loved one or someone you 
know who might need a card,” Pru says. “It is a personal 
form of  communication that so many people appreciate.”

If you would like more information about St. Vincent de Paul’s Grace Ministry, 
please reach out to Pru Brett at 817-563-0772.

http://www.svdpcc.org

